
• This is a 6 week scheme of work:

• 5 weeks will be spent studying the novel and 

one week at the end will be preparing 

students for a controlled assessment style 

essay – they will prepare their page of notes 

etc. in the final week.

• Please ensure you inform students right from 

the beginning that their daily reading 

(minimum 20mins) should be spent reading 

this. I am aware many students will already 

have read the text so please be aware of 

this when differentiating for your classes.

• Students are still expected to have 1 literacy 

lesson a week during this scheme – spellings 

where appropriate should be linked to the 

novel / analysing and exploring it. Private 

reading in these lessons should also be spent 

on T.E.D unless students have already read 

the text



Teacher overview:
Week Cover Assessed pieces

1 Ch1 & Ch4 – Moss’ anger at being a prisoner 
& her first escape attempt

How does Hardstaff engage the reader at 
the beginning of the novel? PEA

2 Ch8, 9, 11 – Moss feels betrayed, 2nd escape 
from Tower

How does the reader begin to feel 
sympathy for Moss’ character? PEA

3 Ch13, 14 & 16 – introduction to Salter – his 
friendship with Moss. “Bread first, then morals” 
& Moss’ reaction. She realises Pa does love 
her

What are Moss’ first impressions of Salter? 
PEA

4 Ch20, 24 & 25 – the River Witch and Drowning 
– tests the new relationship between Moss & 
Salter

How does Hardstaff present the 
relationship between Moss & Salter PEA

5 Ch26 & 27 – friendship is cemented – Moss 
can confide in Salter and trust him. Both return 
to Pa.
P354 – Moss’ adventure recapped & lessons 
learnt

How has Moss’ opinion of Pa changed
since the start of the novel? PEA

6 Essay preparation Explore how Hardstaff presents Moss’ 
character and how she changes across 
the novel.

EXAM: Imagine you are Moss. Look back over the events of the novel so far and write a diary 
entry describing your thoughts and feelings so far.



Unit 5: ‘The Executioner’s Daughter’

Assessment foci:

R AF3: I can read and understand 

meaning that is only hinted at

S&L AF3 I can talk using role-play and 

drama.  I can create and sustain 

different roles and scenarios, adapting 

techniques in a range of dramatic 

activities to explore texts, ideas, and 

issues

R AF6: I can identify the writer’s purpose 
and viewpoint and comment on how 
this affects the reader

RAF4: I can identify and comment on the 

structure and organisation of texts

RAF2: I can understand, describe, select 
or retrieve information, events or ideas  
from texts and use quotation and 
reference to text

W AF5: I can use different types of 

sentences, simple, compound and 

complex, according to purpose and 

to create specific effects

WAF2: I can create texts which are 

appropriate to purpose, audience, style 

and form

AF3: To organise and present whole 

texts effectively



Suggested spellings

1. Executioner

2. Daughter

3. Hardstaff

4. Author 

5. Novel

6. Prisoner

7. Thief

8. Revenge

9. Moral

10. Beheading

11. Scaffold

12. Turret

13. Axe

14. Thames

15. Procession

16. Echoed

17. Sprawling

18. Lieutenant

19. Organised

20. Vicious 

21. Fragile

22. Devotion

23. Slumped

24. Flicker

25. Stumbling

26. Treacherous

27. Swirling 

28. Coiled

29. Accurate

30. Hesitated

31. Forge

32. Courtyard

33. Eagerly

34. Sniggered

35. Wailed

36. Scornful

37. Wobbled

38. Clipped

39. Panelled

40. Expecting 

41. Tetchiness

42. Muttered

43. Strangeness

44. Shriek

45. Leering

46. Wheeze

47. Stomach

48. Spluttered

49. Sneered

50. Approaching

51. Dignity

52. Skilled

53. Buffeted

54. Objection

55. Crinkled

56. Cellar

57. Rancid

58. Dangerous

59. Complained

60. Sprouted 



Success Criteria:
1. I can understand how to make 

predictions on the text

2. I can recap knowledge on Tudor 

England

3. I can make a successful character chart

Key Skills…
Collecting clues based on hints given

The Executioner’s Daughter
Learning Objective: To understand 

how to make predictions about a 
text

Before you leave today you...
Will have made a prediction on the text
Recap knowledge on Tudor London

23-Mar-17

Take a look at the front cover of 

the novel

What do we learn about the 

novel from the image?

Think… Pair… Share…



Making Predictions

• What is a prediction?

• Based on the front cover only, 

write one prediction for the 

novel on your post-it note

• We will make another 

prediction a little later today 

so keep your post-it safe



Tudor England

• As you know, the 
story is set in Tudor 

England.

• What do you 
already know 

about this time in 

history?

• Create a spider 

diagram with your 

partner before 
feeding back to 

the class!

Tudor 

England



Chapter One:

‘Basket Girl’

• Let’s read chapter 1 together

• Then, based on the 

information in the chapter 

make a second prediction 

and write it on your post-it 

note

• What do we learn about Moss 

in Ch1?

Turn to the back of your exercise 

book where you can make a 

character chart for your end of 

unit assessment

pa

ge

Key things we learn about Moss’ 

character

1 She doesn’t like beheadings



Homework:

Due





Success Criteria:
1. I can understand how to make 

predictions on the text

2. I can recap knowledge on Tudor 

England

3. I can make a successful character chart

Key Skills…
Collecting clues based on hints given

Chapter Two: ‘The Prisoner’
Learning Objective: To understand 

how to find evidence to support 
your points

Before you leave today you...
Will have

23-Mar-17

If you could ask Jane Hardstaff

one question, what would it be?

(inspiration for characters / 

events / why she chose to write?)

Answers in your book ready to 

feedback!



Moss exploration

• Now that 

we have 

read Ch.1 

what have 

we learnt 

about 

Moss’ 

character?

Page Key things we learn about Moss’ character



Let’s read Chapter 2 together

As we read, make sure you listen out for things that 

we are learning about Moss’ character

Consider:

- What type of person is she? 

- What characteristics does she have? 

- What is your opinion of her?



Moss exploration

• Now that 

we have 

read Chs 1 

and 2 what 

have we 

learnt 

about 

Moss’ 

character?

Page Key things we learn about Moss’ character





Success Criteria:
1. I can understand how to make 

predictions on the text

2. I can recap knowledge on Tudor 

England

3. I can make a successful character chart

Key Skills…
Collecting clues based on hints given

Chapter Three: ‘The Song of the River’
Learning Objective: To understand 

how to find evidence to support 
your points

Before you leave today you...
Will have

23-Mar-17

• Discuss with your partner:

• What was the most 

important event in chapter 

2?

• Write your answers on MWB



Moss

• Now that we have 

read Chs 1 and 2 

what have we 

learnt about Moss’ 

character?

Page Key things we learn about Moss’ character



Exploring Ch3:

P31-43

• In groups of 4 look for clues 

about Moss’ character in 

these pages:

• What do we learn about 

her character?

• What do we learn about 

her father?

• What else do we learn?

Page Key things we learn about Moss’ character



Homework:

Due next lesson

• Read…………….





Success Criteria:
1. I can understand how to make 

predictions on the text

2. I can recap knowledge on Tudor 

England

3. I can make a successful character chart

Key Skills…
Collecting clues based on hints given

Chapter Four: ‘Escape’
Learning Objective: To understand 

how to read between the lines 
with Moss’ character

Before you leave today you...
Will have explored developments in Moss’
character in chapter 4

23-Mar-17

Organise the following words into 

a diamond 9 depending how well 

they describe Moss so far

forgiving

loving

moralistic

Strong-willed

happy sad

angry feisty

daring Don’t 

rub 

this 

out!



Homework:

Due



‘Escape’

Read Ch4.

What changes do 

we notice in Moss’ 

character in this 

chapter?

Which words from 

the Diamond 9 

could we use to 

describe Moss 

here?

Page Key things we learn about Moss’ character
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Look back at your diamond 9

Would you change the order of 

any of the words based on what 

we learn in Ch4?

forgiving

loving

moralistic

Strong-willed

happy sad

angry feisty

daring



Homework:

Due



Success Criteria:
1. I can understand how to make 

predictions on the text

2. I can recap knowledge on Tudor 

England

3. I can make a successful character chart

Key Skills…
Collecting clues based on hints given

The Executioner’s Daughter
Learning Objective: To understand 

how to analyse Moss’ character in 
writing

Before you leave today you...
Will have

23-Mar-17

With your partner, look 

again at page one of the 

novel.

How does Hardstaff

engage the reader here?

What techniques does she 

use? 



How does Hardstaff engage the 

reader at the beginning of the 

novel? 

What would be the Success 

Criteria for this PEA?

RAF2: I can understand, describe 

and select relevant evidence to 

support my point

RAF3: I can read and understand 

meaning that is only hinted at

RAF4: I can identify and comment on 
the structure and organisation of 
texts

R AF6: I can identify the writer’s 
purpose and viewpoint and 
comment on how this affects the 
reader

How can the AFs link into your 

S.C?Techniques used



Moss

Ensure you have filled 

in a maximum of 2 

things that you learnt 

about Moss’ 

character for 

chapters 5-7

Page Key things we learn about Moss’ character





Homework:

Due



Success Criteria:
1. I can understand how to make 

predictions on the text

2. I can recap knowledge on Tudor 

England

3. I can make a successful character chart

Key Skills…
Collecting clues based on hints given

Chapter 8: Keeping a Secret
Learning Objective: To understand 
how to use empathy skills

Before you leave today you...
Will have

23-Mar-17

• Discuss with your partner:

• What was the most 

important event in chapter 

7?

• Write your answers on MWB



Think of a time…

When you have kept a 

secret…

• What was it about?

• Why was it a secret?

• Did you keep it a secret, or 

did you tell anyone else 

about it?

• Why is Moss keeping a 

secret?



Keeping a Secret…

Let’s read Ch 8, paying 

particular attention to p86

• What is the secret that Moss 

is  keeping from Pa?

• Why does she need to 

keep it secret?

• If you were Moss, what 

would you do?

Imagine you are 

Moss.

Write a diary 

entry explaining 

why you have to 

keep your secret 

from Pa





Homework:

Due



Success Criteria:
1. I can understand how to make 

predictions on the text

2. I can recap knowledge on Tudor 

England

3. I can make a successful character chart

Key Skills…
Collecting clues based on hints given

Chapter 11: Truth and Lies
Learning Objective: To practise 
using empathy skills in our writing

Before you leave today you...
Will have

23-Mar-17

How would Moss be feeling at each of these 

points in the novel?

1. Finding a way out of the Tower?

2. Keeping a secret from Pa?

3. Meeting Salter?

4. Escaping the second time?

5. Hearing the secret about Queen Anne 

Boleyn?



Secrets and Lies…

Keeping secrets is 

becoming a common 

theme in the novel so far

• Why might this be?

• What effect might 

keeping secrets have on 

Moss?

• How might it make her 

character change?

• How might Moss be 

feeling during chapter 

11?

• Why?

• What might she do 

next?

Ensure you use evidence 

from the text to support 

your answers!



Moss

Ensure you have filled 

in a maximum of 2 

things that you learnt 

about Moss’ 

character for 

chapters 9-11

Page Key things we learn about Moss’ character





Homework:

Due



Success Criteria:
1. I can understand how to make 

predictions on the text

2. I can understand Moss’ feelings towards 

Salter

3. I can make a successful character chart

Key Skills…
Collecting clues based on hints given

Chapter 14: Bread First, Then Morals
Learning Objective: To understand 
the relationship between Moss and 
Salter

Before you leave today you...
Will have

23-Mar-17

Who is Salter?

What do we learn about him?

What are Moss’ first thoughts about 

him?

What are your first thoughts about 

him?
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Moss:

Chapter 14

Ensure you have 

filled in a 

maximum of 2 

things that you 

learnt about 

Moss’ character 

for chapter 14

Page Key things we learn about Moss’ character
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Success Criteria:
1. I can understand how to make 

predictions on the text

2. I can make a successful character chart

Key Skills…
Collecting clues based on hints given

Chapter 15: ‘Frost Fair’
Learning Objective: To understand 

the relationship between Moss and 
Salter

Before you leave today you...
Will have explored developments in Moss’
character in chapter 4

23-Mar-17

Think of a time recently when 

you did something exciting.

Tell your partner about it.

Why might Moss’ escape from 

the Tower be an exciting thing 

for her?



Frost Fair…

Have we begun to see any 

changes in Moss’ character in 

the past few chapters?

What are these? Why might 

they be happening?

How is Moss’ friendship with 

Salter affecting her 

character?

How might Moss 

be feeling during 

chapter 15?

Why?

What might she 

do next?
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Moss:

Chapter 15

What else do we 

discover in Chapter 

15?

Why might this be 

important?

How does Moss 

react to this event?

Page Key things we learn about Moss’ character





Homework:

Due



Success Criteria:
1. I can understand how to make 

predictions on the text

2. I can make a successful character chart

Key Skills…
Collecting clues based on hints given

Chapter 16: ‘Salter’s Scam’
Learning Objective: To understand 

the relationship between Moss and 
Salter

Before you leave today you...
Will have explored developments in Moss’
character in chapter 4

23-Mar-17

Look again at the Diamond 9 we did 

before. Think about the order you 

would place the words in now. Is it 

similar of different to last time? Why?

forgiving

loving

moralistic

Strong-willed

happy sad

angry feisty

daring Don’t 

rub 

this 

out!



Salter’s Scam…

What is a ‘scam’?

Look at the following words 

taken from Chapter 16, what 

do they suggest about the 

events in the chapter?

How might Moss 

be feeling during 

chapter 16?

Why?

What might she 

do next?

crafty

dark

grabbed

shouting

commotion

disappointed

rough

hesitated

frown

THIEF!

Choose 

one of 

these 

words to 

analyse 

the 

effects 

of



Look back at your diamond 9

Would you change the order of 

any of the words based on what 

we learn in Ch16?

forgiving

loving

moralistic

Strong-willed

happy sad

angry feisty

daring



Success Criteria:
1. I can understand how to make 

predictions on the text

2. I can make a successful character chart

Key Skills…
Collecting clues based on hints given

Character Analysis
Learning Objective: To 

demonstrate my understanding of 

Moss and Salter’s relationship

Before you leave today you... 23-Mar-17

• Think of someone who you consider 

to be a friend.

• What sort of qualities do they have 

that makes them a good friend?

• If you could design your prefect 

friend what would they be like?

• Do you think Moss considers Salter 

to be a friend?
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Moss and Salter

Think back to Moss’ first 

encounter with Salter (p60-62)

• What was her first 

impression of him and why?

• How has that first impression 

changed now in Chapter 

16?

• What word or phrase could 

you use to describe their 

relationship now?

Try to use 

evidence from 

the text to 

support your 

answer!



How does Hardstaff present the relationship 

between Moss and Salter in the novel?

What are our Success Criteria 

for this PEA?
RAF4: I can identify and 

comment on the structure 
and organisation of texts

R AF6: I can identify the writer’s 
purpose and viewpoint and 
comment on how this affects the 
reader





Success Criteria:
1. I can understand how to make 

predictions on the text

2. I can make a successful character chart

Exploring the effects created in the text

Chapter 20: ‘The Riverwitch’
Learning Objective: To understand 

how Hardstaff creates effects for 
the reader

Before you leave today you...
Will have explored developments in Moss’
character in chapter 4

23-Mar-17

Look at the title of this chapter.

• What does it suggest?

• What predictions might you 

make for a chapter with this 

title?



Moss

Ensure you have filled 

in a maximum of 2 

things that you learnt 

about Moss’ 

character for 

chapters 16-19

Share these ideas with 

your partner

Page Key things we learn about Moss’ character



Moss

Look at the language used in 

the first full paragraph on 

page 267

1. Read the paragraph: what 

is the overall tone of the 

writing?

2. List all of the words which 

create this effect

3. Why does Hardstaff want 

to create this effect at this 

point in the novel? 

• Look at the type of 

words and language 

Hardstaff uses

• Can you notice any 

patterns?

• Does Hardstaff continue 

to use this sort of 

language for the rest of 

the chapter? Why / Why 

not?

R AF6: I can identify the writer’s purpose 
and viewpoint and comment on how 
this affects the reader

Answer in full sentences 
using evidence to support





Homework:

Due



Success Criteria:
1. I can understand how to make 

predictions on the text

2. I can make a successful character chart

Exploring the effects created in the text

Chapter 24: ‘Drowning’
Learning Objective: To understand 

how Hardstaff creates effects for 
the reader

Before you leave today you...
Will have explored developments in Moss’
character in chapter 4

23-Mar-17

Look at the title of this chapter.

What effect does it create? 

How does the use of present 

tense effect our response to the 

title?



Chapters 21-23

• What were the 4 

most important 

events that 

happened in these 

chapters?

• Have a 1min chat 

with your partner

• Then write your ideas 

on your MWB

Try to use 

evidence from 

the text to 

support your 

answer!



Using Empathy

• How is Moss feeling at this point 

in the story?

- Use evidence!

• Think of a time when you have 

been scared, what did you do 

to overcome this feeling?

• What advice would you give 

Moss at this point?

• - Write down 2 pieces of advice

• Look at the type of 

words and language 

Hardstaff uses

• Can you notice any 

patterns?

• Does Hardstaff continue 

to use this sort of 

language for the rest of 

the chapter? Why / Why 

not?

R AF6: I can identify the writer’s purpose 
and viewpoint and comment on how 
this affects the reader





Homework:

!



Success Criteria:
1. I can understand how to make 

predictions on the text

2. I can make a successful character chart

Exploring the effects created in the text

Chapter 25: ‘The Great Wave’
Learning Objective: To understand 

how Hardstaff creates effects for 
the reader

Before you leave today you...
Will have explored developments in Moss’
character in chapter 4

23-Mar-17

Look at the title of this chapter.

• Where might Hardstaff have 

gotten the name for this 

chapter?

• What does that suggest about 

what might happen in the 

chapter?



Moss

Ensure you have filled 

in a maximum of 2 

things that you learnt 

about Moss’ 

character for 

chapters 24 & 25

Share these ideas with 

your partner

Page Key things we learn about Moss’ character



Analysing language

• Look at the first 

paragraph of Ch 25.

• What language 

technique does 

Hardstaff employ 

here?

• How is this effective?

Try to use 

evidence from 

the text to 

support your 

answer!



Analysing language

As we read the chapter, think 

about:

• How Moss might be 

changing

• How Moss and Salter’s 

relationship might be 

changing

• Some words to describe 

both Moss and her 

relationship with Salter

Try to use 

evidence from 

the text to 

support your 

answer!





Success Criteria:
1. I can understand how to make 

predictions on the text

2. I can make a successful character chart

Exploring the effects created in the text

Chapter 26: ‘Friends’
Learning Objective: To understand 

how Hardstaff presents Moss’ 
character at the end of the novel

Before you leave today you...
Will have explored developments in Moss’
character in chapter 4

23-Mar-17

Look at the title of this chapter.

Why do you think Hardstaff has 

chosen this title for this chapter?

What does it tell us overall about 

Moss’ character?



Moss

• What do you think has finally 

cemented the friendship between 

Moss and Salter?

• Look at p343 and up to the rose 

on p344

• What do we notice about the 

language used in this extract?

• How is it different to the language 

used previously by Hardstaff? 

Why?

Try to use 

evidence from 

the text to 

support your 

answer!



Moss

Ensure you have filled 

in a maximum of 2 

things that you learnt 

about Moss’ 

character for 

chapters 26 & 27

Share these ideas with 

your partner

Page Key things we learn about Moss’ character



How does Hardtsaff present Moss’ 

character at the end of the novel?

3 things we learn about Moss at the 

end of the novel:

1. She and Salter have become more 

alike (she steals a pigeon from the 

palace to eat)

2. Moss now has a greater 

understanding of Salter’s way of life 

(sympathetic to his needs)

3. They have built up a trusting 

relationship (they call each other 

friends)

Success Criteria:





Success Criteria:
1. I can understand how to make 

predictions on the text

2. I can make a successful character chart

Exploring the effects created in the text

Chapter 27: ‘Bluebell Woods’
Learning Objective: To understand 

how Hardstaff presents Moss’ 
character at the end of the novel

Before you leave today you...
Will have explored developments in Moss’
character in chapter 4

23-Mar-17

Look at the title of this chapter.

Why do you think Hardstaff has 

chosen this title for this chapter?

How has the tone of the 

language used by Hardstaff for 

chapter titles changed?



Storyboarding:

Choose the 6 most significant events in the novel to depict in 

your board

Make sure you have 
quotations to match 

your images





Key Skills…
Collecting clues based on hints given

Before you leave today you...
Will have explored developments in Moss’
character in chapter 4

23-Mar-17

Look again at the Diamond 9 we did 

before. Think about the order you 

would place the words in now. Is it 

similar of different to last time? Why?

forgiving

loving

moralistic

Strong-willed

happy sad

angry feisty

daring Don’t 

rub 

this 

out!

Assessment Planning
Learning Objective: To understand 

how Hardstaff presents Moss’ 
character at the end of the novel



How does Hardstaff present Moss’ character  

and how she changes across the novel?

R AF3: I can read and understand 

meaning that is only hinted at

R AF6: I can identify the writer’s purpose 
and viewpoint and comment on how 
this affects the reader

RAF4: I can identify and comment on the 

structure and organisation of texts

RAF2: I can understand, describe, select 
or retrieve information, events or ideas  
from texts and use quotation and 
reference to text

Success Criteria:

1. Read between the lines to 

write a point

2. Select relevant evidence to 

prove your point to be true

3. I can explain how Moss’ 

character changes from the 

start to the end

4. I can explain Hardstaff’s

intentions 

5. I can explain the effect of the 

story on the reader



Essay Plan: How does Hardstaff present Moss’ 

character  and how she changes across the 

novel?

Moss’ presentation at the start:
Stubborn:

“She’d never get used to beheadings. No matter 

what Pa said”

Moss’ presentation in the middle:
Independent

“’she was leaving… now there was nothing to stop 

her”

Moss’ presentation at the end:
Trustworthy / understanding

“Moss flung down the axe. ‘Come on!’ She cried, 

grabbing Salter’s arm.”

Success Criteria:

1. Read between the lines to 

write a point

2. Select relevant evidence to 

prove your point to be true

3. I can explain how Moss’ 

character changes from the 

start to the end

4. I can explain Hardstaff’s

intentions 

5. I can explain the effect of the 

story on the reader



Success Criteria:
1. I can understand how to make 

predictions on the text

2. I can make a successful character chart

Exploring the effects created in the text

Speaking and Listening
Learning Objective: To understand 

how to be successful at Speaking 
and Listening

Before you leave today you...
Will have explored developments in Moss’
character in chapter 4
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What makes Successful S&L?

Have a discussion with your 

partner and come up with a list of 

things you must do to be 

successful



Speaking & Listening Success Criteria

1. Use a loud, clear voice

2. Face your audience

3. Have an open posture

4. Use the space and body language

5. Vary the expression and tone in your 

voice

6. Have confidence

7. Show good listening by asking questions 

to the speaker

8. Speak appropriately for P.A.S.F

9. Vary your vocabulary

10.Give eye contact



Speaking and Listening Performance

For our speaking & listening 

assessment we will be performing 

our own version of Salter’s Scam

Each person will be given a part, 

either a speaking part or as a 

member of the crowd

Even if you are not speaking a 

part, how can you still get good 

marks for this?
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