
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Front Lines Series – Writing competition  

Any fabulous fiction writers out there? We want You! 

We’re looking to recruit some really thrilling entries for our creative writing competition. Can 

you apply a stroke of Michael Grant’s dark genius and take us to the front lines of terror? 

In The Front Lines Series and its sequel, Michael Grant reinvents history by including women in 

the draft. For the first time, women stand should to shoulder with men in battle. For many of 

these new recruits there is as much conflict to encounter behind battle lines as when under fire.  

Meet Rio Richiln – an underage farm girl from Gedwell Falls, in Sonoma County. 

Frangie (Francine Marr) – a black girl from Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Rainy (Elusheva Schulterman) – a Jewish girl from New York City 

These soldiers all experience prejudice for different reasons. Some men just don’t enjoy serving 

with women soldiers, while Frangie faces hostility because of her skin colour and Rainy often 

feels that she has to hide her religion.  

Your mission 

World War II did not distinguish between race, religion, social class, sexuality or gender. Nobody was 

left untouched. We want you to imagine the experience of World War II from the perspective of 

a soldier who faces conflict behind the front lines. Create your character and tell us their story. 

Is the conflict they experience brought about by something visible or something they have to 

hide? Do they encounter prejudice or perhaps they find more tolerance than they expected?  

We are looking for pieces of between 500 and 700 words. This can take any form: it can be a 

diary entry, a monologue, a letter, or it can read like the extract of a novel.  

 

Take some tips from the dark genius 

This is Frangie describing her experience: ‘The noise is catastrophic. Frangie’s ears scream in pain 
from the noise but more from the sucking away and rushing in of air following each explosion. Her 
mind is scattered, unable to form a thought. Just a series of flashes, segments of thought. Scared. 
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Tears. Terror. Like some mythical thunder god is beating the earth with a hammer the size of a 
house, hammering on her, her personally. A flash of flying dirt. Flash of foxhole collapsing. An 
incongruous image of her room back home. A flash of Doon’s terrified face, looking almost green.  
She and Doon hold each other like frightened children in a thunderstorm, but this thunderstorm is 

unlike anything they’ve ever experienced. This thunderstorm has malice behind it. This thunder and 

lightning is bent on murder...’ 

This is Rio and everything that fills her head in the heat of battle. ‘Her finger is on the trigger. The 
safety is off. The rifle has a two-stage trigger. Pull first to take up slack. Then just the barest 
movement to fire. Five pounds of pressure on stage one. The same but a shorter pull for the actual 
firing. 
Her heart seems both too slow and too fast, like a car being run through the gears regardless of the 
engine. 
The first pull. 
Pull the trigger again and— 
“Shoot!” Sergeant Cole yells. 
Convulsively Rio pulls the trigger.’ 

Michael’s writing is particularly visceral and uses all the senses. He tells us what his characters can 

see, hear, touch, taste, and smell. Can you apply some of his magic? Michael’s attention to 

historical research is the blood in the veins of his writing. Therefore you will get bonus points if 

we think you’ve done some research! 

Sometimes picking up the pen can feel like going into battle. Can you cover yourself in glory? 

Competition Prize: 

 The individual who has created the entry win a £150 National Book Token voucher 

 Your school wins the Electric Monkey Michael Grant backlist for your school library, 

including one copy of each of: 

 The Gone Series 

 The Front Lines Series 

 The Messenger of Fear Series 

 The BZRK Series 

 The Electric Monkey books published in 2016 

 As well as 30 copies of Front Lines book 1 to use to help teach the book in class.  

 

Competition specific rules:  

 Entry method: Submit your entry through the competition page: 

https://www.egmont.co.uk/competition/front-lines-writing-competition/  

 Timing: All entries must be submitted by midnight on Sunday 11th June 2017 

 Entrants: The writing competition piece must be completed by school pupils who are 

currently in KS3 or KS4. 

o If you are 14 or over you will need your parent or guardian’s permission to enter.  

o If you are under 14, please get your parent or guardian to enter on your behalf. 

 Location: Entries are accepted from UK residents only  

 All other competition rules are in line with Egmont’s standard competition terms and 

conditions. 
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